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January 2026 
Clackmannan Parish Church of Scotland 

linked with Sauchie and Coalsnaughton 

CLACKMANNAN PARISH CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT 
adopted by Kirk Session 17th November 2001 

“God has called His people in Clackmannan Parish Church, under 

His guidance, to be a congregation committed to sharing Jesus’ 

Word and Love with the community.” 

Congratulations to Marjorie and Les Pike who celebrated their 
Golden Wedding on 29th October. 

50 
years 

Christmas Greetings and Best Wishes 
for 2026 to all our readers 
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CHURCH SERVICES 

Date Time Service 

7th Dec 11.30 am Second Sunday in Advent—Rev Austin Wicks—Gift Service ☺  

14th Dec  
11.30 am Communion Service—Rev Austin Wicks—Sunday School Party 

3.00 pm Afternoon Communion Service—Rev Austin Wicks Church Hall 

21st Dec 11.30 am Fourth Sunday in Advent—Rev Austin Wicks 

24th Dec 
4.30 pm Christingle Service—Rev Austin Wicks 

11.15 pm Watchnight Service—Rev Austin Wicks 

28th Dec 11.30 am Morning Worship—Rev Scott Brown 

4th Jan 10.30 am Joint New Year Service in Clackmannan 

11th Jan 11.30 am Morning Worship—Rev Austin Wicks 

 3.00 pm Afternoon Service—Rev Austin Wicks 

18th Jan 11.30 am Morning Worship—Rev Austin Wicks 

25th Jan 11.30 am Morning Worship—Rev Austin Wicks 

☺ Gifts received will be donated to Women's Aid—see notice on page 4 

    Telephone Numbers and Email Addresses 

Position Name Tel No Email address 

Minister Rev Austin Wicks 07547392248  AWicks@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Session Clerk Jim Millar 01259217361 sessionclerk@clackmannankirk.org.uk 

Depute SC + 

Clerk to Board 
Anne Dawson 01259219350  

Treasurer Joyce Morrison 07557537611 treasurer@clackmannankirk.org.uk 

The Window Mary Millar  windoweditor@clackmannankirk.org.uk 

Organist Maciej Piszczalka   

Willie Hunter 07775686664  
Church 

Officers  
Garry McPhee 01259219235  

Church Office Tues 10 am 01259720583 office@clackmannankirk.org.uk 

mailto:treasurer@clackmannankirk.org.uk
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Happy Advent dear friends, 

As shops fill up with Christmas goods, and many already have even before 
Halloween, I am reminded of the growing divide between Christian Christ-
mas, and secular christmas.  The ‘season’ of Christmas for Christians techni-
cally doesn’t start until December 25th on Christmas day!  And then Christ-
mas lasts until January 6th, Epiphany, the day when the wise men came. 

So what are we doing before Christmas if it’s not Christmas time?  The four 
Sundays before Christmas is our season of Advent.  A time of waiting and 
anticipation.  It is a time when we reflect on what God’s people were think-
ing and feeling before the arrival of their saviour.  We read scriptures about 
Jesus, but all written before the day of his birth foretelling his arrival.  After-
all, Advent means coming or arrival.  

That said, I still enjoy many secular Christmas time activities.  I love seeing 
lights lit up to battle darkness, I love seeing snow (though I suspect I will 
mostly be watching the hills lightly dusted in it), I love going to festive 
Christmas markets and being surrounded by people united by a single pur-
pose. 

A feeling that is often hard to find these days.  Yet it is one that we often 
strive to bring to our community as a church.  Not long ago at Halloween, 
we held an event specifically to showcase our openness and warmth to the 
people of our community.  

Blessedly the rain mostly held off as we bravely posted up at the Primary 
school.  I am extremely appreciative to the volunteers who trusted me and 
turned up to throw such a wonderful event.  We welcomed many young 
families and wee bairns.  Even though it was chilly out we gave them a 
warm reception.  I even had multiple parents say to me, “Oh, if I had known 
this is what you meant we would have helped out.”  It already seems like 
this event may grow beyond the boundaries of our church and spill into the 
community. 

I can only hope that we will continue to build new things together, and be 
joyfully surprised by who wants to come along.  How might we be surprised 
this advent season, by the presence of our church, by the presence of our 
community, and by the presence of God? 
Love and Peace, Austin 



GIFT SERVICE—WOMEN’S AID—GIFTS UNWRAPPED 

If you wish to give a gift to a mother or child please bring it along on 
Sunday 7th December.   

As last year you no  longer need to wrap your gift—this makes it much 
easier for Women’s Aid to determine which gifts to donate to which  
family.  We had a terrific response last year so thank you in anticipation. 

AN EXCITING OPPORTUNITY 
 

After a good response last year we are look-
ing again for volunteers to work alongside 
the elders and Board members to ‘welcome’     
everyone into the church on a Sunday.  This involves being at the 
church door early, placing Orders of Service into the hymn books and 
having a cheery smile/greeting to welcome those attending church as 
well as collecting hymn books at the end of service.  Two people per 
Sunday are required and one person will also be required to bring 
forward the offering at the appropriate point in the service.  The 
more names on the rota the less onerous the task.  Please complete 
the rota diary at the front vestibule if you are willing to help. 
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AND ANOTHER EXCITING OPPORTUNITY 
 

Many people stay after the church service and enjoy a 
cup of tea/coffee and a blether.  However, the team 
that organises the after service coffees and teas would appreciate a 
few more volunteers, especially during the month of March 2026 
when the whole team will be on holiday at the same time—so, no 
volunteers, no cuppa.  The 2026 rota is now available—please take a 
look and think about adding your name.  Speak to Anne Paterson, 
Joyce Morrison or Maureen Brember if you want more information 
or are willing to volunteer for this pleasant duty. 
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DONATIONS TO THE GATE 
 

Many thanks for all your generous donations to The Gate.  A total weight 
of approximately 200 kg (up from last year by over 50 kg) plus £20 was 
delivered to this worthwhile cause. 

PASTORAL CARE GROUP 
 

If you know of anyone at all who is sick, in hospital,  bereaved or just 
‘under the weather’ – let Helen White know (07900837546).  A               
card or flowers can make such a difference.  

CHRISTMAS SHOEBOXES BLYTHSWOOD 2025 APPEAL 
 

Give yourself a hearty pat on the back.  This year we have surpassed all our 
expectations - a total of 246 boxes and £230 for postage was the final 
amount for this year’s appeal.  This appeal seems to go from strength to 
strength and a deserved a big thank you from me.  I am never surprised but 
ever amazed at the amount of time and effort put in by so many to make 
this a success when this appeal comes around and this is commendable.  
You all know who you are, but a special mention must be made to Janis 
McTaggart for her excellent contribution (82 boxes).  She has friends all over 
the place who just seem to like ‘giving her things’ for the boxes.  Also my 
faithful friend  Eleanor who never backs down from a challenge, whether it 
be sourcing the boxes or buying the contents for same.  She has a hidden 
antennae when it comes to finding ‘the bargains’.  To all of the ladies who 
just appear with items – ‘Oh I just happened to see this and thought of the 
boxes’ – never ceases to amaze me – and that is all throughout the year.  To 
those who very kindly gave us the cash to fill a box on your behalf – thanks. 
This year was more of a challenge due to various restrictions imposed by 
Blythswood, but we overcame this and the above numbers were realised. 
Thank you, Thank you, Thank you once again. 
 

Helen White 



CHURCH FLOWERS 

The Flower Diary for 2026 is now 
available.  We would ask you to 
consider choosing to donate the 
flowers for a particular Sunday 
which might be of some signifi-
cance to you.  You only need to 
enter your name and telephone 
number in the Flower Diary and 
put your donation in the enve-
lopes provided at the front door 
and place in the Freewill Offering 
plate.  The flower arrangers will purchase and arrange the flowers for you.  
These will then be distributed by volunteers after the service. 

Dec Contributed by 

Arranged by 

Margaret Kidd 

(Dec) 

 

Distributed by 

Linda Sloan 

Helen White 

Elders and  

others 

7 Jean Hillis 

14 Anne Dawson 

21 Christmas Flowers 

28 Christmas Flowers 

Jan   

4 Flower Fund 

11 Flower Fund 

18 Flower Fund 

25 Flower Fund 
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Sunday School 

Sunday School has been busy making decorations for their tree for the 
Christmas Tree Festival.  We hope you can pop along to see their hard work. 

The children and adults are also preparing for the Sunday School Christ-
mas Party which will take place on Sunday 14th December.  Could the chil-
dren please meet in the church hall at 11.25 am so we can practise for our 
Nativity before the party starts?  We hope that Santa will visit us so adults 
can come to join us after church.  The party will be finished by 12.45 pm. 

Thank you to the Events team who generously gave us some goodies for the 
party. 

On Sunday 21st December the children and adults of the Sunday School will 
be leading the Nativity service.   Can the children please be at church for 
10.45 am for a quick rehearsal? 

There will be no Sunday School on 28th December or 4th January but we look 
forward to seeing all the children on 11th January to hear their news. 

What a quick year it has been.   

Many thanks, 
Sharon, Nancy, Denise, Karen & Fiona 
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THANK YOU … 

Maureen Dalgleish would like to thank the church for the lovely flowers de-
livered on Sunday  26th October.  They were very much appreciated. 

I would like to say ‘thank you’ for the lovely flowers which I received from 
the Church after my recent knee operation.  Thank you also to Maureen 
who delivered them.  We had a nice chat. 

Margaret Houghton 
Roberta Donald wishes to thank everyone for their kind thoughts and best 
wishes during her illness, and for the flowers received from the Pastoral 
Care Team. 
 
Elizabeth MacDonald would like to say “thank you” for the flowers received 
from Helen White and the Pastoral Care Team following the loss of her 
friend. 
 

I want to thank everyone for the  beautiful bouquet of flowers, also cards, I 
received in October on the occasion of my birthday.  So kind of my Elder, 
Elizabeth bringing happiness on that particular day. 

Lysbeth Fleming 

 

Many thanks for the beautiful flowers and the card that we received for our 
Golden Wedding anniversary.  Thank you also to Joyce for delivering the 
flowers. 

Les and Marjorie Pike 
Thank you for the lovely flowers from the church, delivered by Helen.  Both 
flowers and visit much appreciated. 

Barbara Wilson 
Helen White would like to thank Mary Millar for delivering church flowers to 
her –  they were much appreciated and it brought a smile to her face. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
 

Deadline Date for February issue of The Window - 
 

Sunday 11th January 2026. 
 

Email articles to windoweditor@clackmannankirk.org.uk 



BOOT  
OR  

TREAT 

Page 8 The Window 



31ST  
OCTOBER 
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STAMP REQUEST 

Remember to save your 
stamps from your  

Christmas mail but please 
make sure you leave a big 
enough border so as not 

to damage the  
perforations. 

 

Cutting lines. 
Stamps cut too close to  

performations cannot be  
accepted 

Church of Scotland Stamp Appeal 

Support the Al Ahli Arab Hospital in Gaza 

The Al Ahli Arab Hospital in Northern Gaza has been in 

operation since 1882. It is owned and run today by the An-
glican Diocese of Jerusalem, a partner Church of the 
Church of Scotland. The hospital is the only Christian hospi-
tal in the Gaza Strip and Gaza's only cancer hospital. It normally handles 
around 300 surgeries and 600 radiological and a total of 3,000 outpatient 
visits per month. It is supported by international charities such as Embrace 
the Middle East. In times of calm during the occupation of Gaza, Al Ahli Hos-
pital runs as any normal hospital with varying departments and an Accident 
and Emergency dealing with the usual day to day ailments of a population. 

Since the beginning of the conflict in Gaza in October 2023, the Al Ahli Angli-
can Hospital has conducted emergency operations 24 hours per day, oper-
ating on 30-35 people per day. 

Despite all, and through all the bombing, the hospital continued to serve the 
population in whatever way they could with the small resources they had, 
with staff working hours under difficult conditions. 
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Proposed Deadline Dates  
for submission of articles for 

Window magazine 2026—(please retain) 

11 January 15 March 17 May 16 August 11th October 

8 February 12 April 14 June 13 September 15th November 

Crossreach Calendars for 2026 with Scottish views 
are available from Anne Dawson at £5.50 each. 

UPDATE FROM THE SESSION CLERK 

 
At our last Kirk Session meeting on November 4th, Austin apologised for not 
being able to find a replacement for the position of Session Clerk.  Austin 
explained that a Kirk Session could not function properly without a Session 
Clerk.  When handing in my notice in November 2024, my time in office was 
to end at the end of this year after 17½ years in post.   However, in all     
honesty,  I cannot leave the Kirk Session or this congregation without a   
Session Clerk and have volunteered to continue in the role until such times 
as a replacement can be found.   
 

Jim Millar 
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UPDATE ON BANK CHARGES FOR CASH AND CHEQUE DEPOSITS 
 

Offerings 
 

Following the intimation in the church a few weeks ago and the article in 
the November magazine, we have had eight people change their giving 
method to Standing Order.   We would like to thank everyone for this.   As 
advised, this method of giving is cheaper, safer, and more convenient – if 
you still use envelopes or place cash in the plate please consider changing 
over.  If you would like a form, or further details, please speak to Joyce on 
07557537611, or Les on 01259 929646.  Thank you.  
 

Joyce Morrison  

FINANCIAL AFFAIRS FOR OCTOBER 2025 

INCOME £  EXPENDITURE £ 

Offerings 3,624.52  Giving to Grow 3,754.50 

Investment Income 26.80  Salaries 673.59 

Donation 240.00  Heat and Light 208.92 

Funeral 115.00  Telephone 106.13 

Hall Lets 96.00  Insurance 531.50 

Fairtrade 58.30  Office, stationery, postage 388.85 

Gift Aid 6,622.61  Pulpit Supply 100.00 

   Travel  16.75 

   Fabric 1,092.14 

   Council Tax 352.50 

   Website 59.99 

Total Income 10,783.23  Total Expenditure 7,284.57 

Surplus 3,498.36    

Deficit for year to date is £6,286.74 
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News from the Waddells 

At the end of September, Keith wrote of their gratitude for God’s provision 
of both spiritual and material resources needed for their work at Mwandi. 

As usual, they have had a stream of visitors, among them Prof Verna Case 
and a group of medical students who were looking into the consequences 
and implications of the withdrawal of USAid for the health system in Zam-
bia.  A Presbyterian church in USA had stepped in to enable the hospital to 
keep five vital health workers in their jobs. 

Keith celebrated his 70th birthday at the meeting of the Western Presbytery 
executive.  Both Keith and Ida were among the gathering at the Caledonian 
Society in Lusaka for the visit of John Swinney. 

Partner congregations have helped fund the training of 2 critical care     
nurses, a pharmacist and an ophthalmologist.  They have also managed to 
raise enough funds to purchase a lorry which will be able to carry building 
materials and other supplies more cheaply and more conveniently than hav-
ing to hire a vehicle.  A government arm, the Constituency Development 
Fund, has provided a new ambulance.  The very poor roads take their toll on 
the suspension of such vehicles.  A Vidas Cube, donated by friends, will ena-
ble the hospital lab to measure thyroid activity prior to operations and to 
determine blood types so that a blood bank can be set up. 

Keith has been Education Convenor of Presbytery and has helped secure 
funding for improved sanitation and water supply at Sikuzu Primary School. 
With assistance from Church of Scotland, they have purchased 100 Silozi 
Bibles which had been out of print for some time.  They are printed in China 
and were due to be delivered in November. 

While Keith will be retiring, Ida (also 70) has been granted a two-year exten-
sion to her contract to allow her to support the transition of the hospital 
from a Primary Care facility to a General Hospital.  Keith will accompany Ida 
and will continue to work on projects in a voluntary capacity after they re-
turn from furlough in the UK which starts in November. 

Anne Dawson 
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FLOODLIGHTING OUR CHURCH 

November December 

1 Mrs Lysbeth Fleming 1 Mrs Jan McTaggart 

2 Mr Alastair Todd 2 Anonymous 

3 Mr Alastair Todd 3 Mrs Rosemary Ramage 

4 Lesley McKenzie - Paterson Family 4  

5 Mrs Helen McCallum 5 Mrs Cathie Howie 

6 Bill and Margaret McKenzie 6  

7 Mrs Grace Hamilton 7 Mrs Marjory F Gray, Essex 

8 The Ross Family—Kincardine 8  

9  9  

10  10 Mrs Lillian Wilson  

11 Bill and Margaret McKenzie 11 Mrs Margaret Duncan and Family 

12  12  

13 The Ross Family—Kincardine 13 Mrs Margaret Murphy 

14  14 Mrs Lorraine Lindsay 

15  15 Jim and Mary Millar 

16  16  

17  17 Mrs Margaret Murphy 

18 Jim and Mary Millar 18 Sam and Margaret Harris 

19 Mrs Jan McTaggart 19 Mrs Cathie Howie 

20  20 Mrs Janette Wilkie 

21 Mrs Nesta Kettles 21 Mrs Janette Wilkie 

22  22 Mr James Lindsay 

23 Mrs Lysbeth Fleming 23 The Reid Family 

24 Mrs Nancy Turnbull  24 The Reid Family 

25 Mrs Nancy Turnbull  25 Mr Ian Smith  

26 Mrs Nancy Turnbull 26 Mrs Chris Fyfe 

27 Mrs Nancy Turnbull 27 Mrs Chris Fyfe 

28 Mrs Nancy Turnbull  28  

29 Mrs Nancy Turnbull 29  

30 Mrs Nancy Turnbull  30 Mrs Margo Smith 

December dates free 4, 6, 8, 9, 12, 16, 29 31 Mrs Margo Smith 

January dates free: 1, 2, 3, 6, 12, 17, 18, 19, 22, 24, 25, 27, 30 

Contributors are listed below and their names and dedications will be on display 

at the Church entrance.  If you wish to sponsor any dates please contact Maureen 

Brember (01259 220690).  The cost to light up the Church for one night is £5.  
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COMMUNITY EVENTS 

Clackmannan Development Trust—Light Up Clackmannan 

Sunday 30th November in Clackmannan Town Hall  

including Christmas stalls.   

Doors open at 5 pm; Switch on at 6 pm. 
 

Clackmannan Community Council Senior Citizens’ Christmas 
Lunch on Wednesday 10th December in Clackmannan  

Bowling Club.  Entry is by pre-ordered ticket and this has to accompany 
you for Lucky Ticket draw. 

 

Community Council meeting—Wednesday 21st January 2026 at 7 pm in 
Clackmannan Town Hall.   

Open to all residents of Clackmannan, Kennet and Forestmill. 

WE’RE HERE !!!!!! 

It’s almost unbelievable but we are just days away from our annual Tree 
Festival.  Our 3-day event starts on Thursday 4th December from 10 am till 8 
pm and runs through Friday 5th, again from 10 am till 8 pm, and we finish on 
Saturday 6th at 7 pm with half an hour singing your favourite carols. 

There will be entertainment throughout the day with Brass Band on Thurs-
day night, Andrew Fowler on Friday night, and the ever popular Craig Millar 
on Friday night.  We have many others to entertain us throughout the 3 
days. 

While you are visiting us, why not relax with a cup of tea or coffee, mince 
pies and shortbread. 

You will also have the chance to visit our craft corner where you will find a 
selection of gifts for you to purchase. 

Entry is by donation and for a warm and friendly event, we look forward to 
you joining us. 

So please come and visit us and see our Church as we prepare for the festive 
season. 

Maureen Brember 
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Congratula-
tions to 
Lysbeth 

Fleming who 
celebrated 
her 90th 

birthday on 
29th October  


