
Clackmannan Parish 

Church of Scotland The Window 

Christian Aid Week 15—21 May 

CLACKMANNAN PARISH CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT 
adopted by Kirk Session 17th November 2001 

“God has called His people in Clackmannan Parish Church, under His 

guidance, to be a congregation committed to sharing Jesus’ Word and 

Love with the community.” 

 
 

In Zimbabwe, the climate crisis is causing aching hunger for families like Jessica’s.  
The combined effects of the Covid-19 pandemic, conflict, and drought have 
robbed her of the power to provide for her children. 
 

And 7,000 miles away, the war in Ukraine will drive up food prices in Zimbabwe 
and around the globe.  Without the fertiliser and food - like wheat and cooking oil 
that Ukraine and Russia produce, vulnerable families will be pushed even deeper 
into hunger. 

But hope does not disappoint.  Hope lives in you.  Your gifts this Christian Aid 
Week could help Jessica set up water taps on her farm, learn to grow food, and 
provide seeds that thrive in drought – giving her all she needs to turn her dry, 
dusty land into a garden of hope.  

Join us this Christian Aid Week, and help turn hunger into hope.   

With every gift, every action, every prayer, we celebrate and share hope with our 
sisters and brothers facing crisis around the world, from Ukraine to Zimbabwe. 
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Date Time Service 

1st May 11 am Rev Jim McNeil and Annual Stated Meeting 

8th May  
11 am Rev Anne Shearer 

3 pm Afternoon Service—BMH* 

15th May  11 am Clackmannan Worship Group 

22nd May 11 am Alva Worship Group—Kay and Elaine 

29th May 11 am Michelle McAdoo 

5th June  11 am Rev Ken Russell, Locum Minister 

* Bruce Memorial Hall next to Manse                       Crèche available every Sunday  

Church 
Services  

    Telephone Numbers and Email Addresses 

Position Name Tel No Email address 

Interim     

Moderator 
Rev Jim McNeil 01259 760262 JMcNeil@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Locum  

Minister 

Rev Ken Russell 

(from 1st June) 
01786 812680  

Session Clerk Jim Millar 01259 217361 
sessionclerk@ 

clackmannankirk.org.uk 

Depute SC + 

Clerk to Board 
Anne Dawson 01259 219350  

Treasurer Joyce Morrison 07557537611 treasurer@clackmannankirk.org.uk 

Organist Meg Carroll 07900443425 organist@clackmannankirk.org.uk 

Church Officer Willie Hunter 07775686664  

Church Office Tues 10 am 01259 214238 office@clackmannankirk.org.uk 

TO BOOK OR HIRE THE CHURCH HALL OR BRUCE MEMORIAL HALL—
contact the Office (01259 214238).  Enter ALL meetings in Hall Diary. 

PASTORAL CARE 
 

Remember to contact Helen White (Co-ordinator) by 
phone (07900837546) or email—white-helen3@sky.com  
if you know someone who needs a card or a visit. 
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Dear Friends 

Decisions at Presbytery are like dance steps just now, QUICK, QUICK, 
SLOW, or maybe the opposite, SLOW, SLOW, QUICK. 

It just seems that things move very slowly for a long time, then they seem 
to move amazingly quickly and we have little time to react and take it in, 
or even prepare. 

So it was with Rae.  Presbytery seemed to take months and months (18 
months in fact) of not seeming to do much at all.  Then suddenly an end 
date was given and everything moved very fast with little time for us to do 
anything to say our goodbyes. 

And it feels like the same with the Presbytery Plan. 

Two years ago there was talk of doing something, then nothing happened 
for over a year, then we had to participate in two meetings within a month 
to make all the arguments for and against proposals given by Presbytery. 
And then everything stopped again and we were left waiting to see what 
proposals Presbytery were going to come forward with to link/unite/close 
churches. 

So by the time you read this article we may still be waiting, or things may 
have suddenly changed and we find ourselves preparing to be part of a 
nine-way linkage (only kidding). 

The truth is that lots of changes will need to take place. 

Recently the Baptist minister of Alva left to go to a church in Airdrie.  That 
got me thinking about the workload in the Hillfoots area.  Not too long ago 
there was over 20 ministers/priests/nuns/auxiliary ministers scattered in 
the Hillfoots—20 full-time staff looking after all the ministerial concerns in 
that one area. 

With David leaving the Baptist Church that number went down to 4 full 
time ministers/priests.  Four full-time staff looking after an area that need-
ed 20 full-time staff. 

That model is being reflected throughout Scotland.  That is why the Church 
of Scotland is trying to work out not only how to allocate what ministers it 
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has, but also how those ministers work. 

I know that many of our church members will say that they can’t take on 
some of the workload that ministers did, but the truth is that ministers 
can’t take on the workload as they are too stretched already.  This is end-
ing up in more ministers being off with stress or leaving the ministry all 
together.  

I hate to be stark, but if we don’t find another way to do church, then 
there won’t be church.  

It may be that we need to prune back all the stuff we used to do and start 
from scratch again, looking at what we really believe is the main function 
of church and just doing that. 

That will take a serious dialogue with all of us, and with other churches, as 
we begin to share full-time staff. 

The one thing that we can trust in, is that when the church needed to 
change throughout history, God gave us the ability to do it, through prayer 
and guidance, through use of the talents available.  It was never easy, but 
when the church followed the path God had for it, it always adapted and 
grew. 

That is our hope. 

Your friend in Christ, 

Jim McNeil  

RECORDED SERVICES 

Are you housebound  and having difficulty getting 
to worship? 

Clackmannan Parish Church morning services are 
all recorded. 

If you have a disc player and would like to receive them, I would gladly 
deliver on a regular basis.  If interested please phone me on 724203. 

Bill Izett 
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Consider a football team …. Cup final day …. The winning eleven players 
and five reserves go forward to get their medals.  A few minutes later, at 
the centre of the pitch, approximately 50 gather to celebrate.  Present 
were family, manager, physios, trainers, groundsmen, ball-boys, office 
staff.  Some played a major part in the success; others seemingly a lesser 
part in the victory.  But, no matter what, every contribution was important 
in the success. 

Consider the Christian Church …. The Apostle Paul wrote that, to/for, the 
church, God gave some apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, pas-
tors, teachers, (and, although not explicitly stated, many other “servants 
of the Lord”).   We thank God for the vast range of commitment to the 
Master.  We appreciate learned translators of the scriptures - in local min-
istry, we value the weekly interpretation of the “Word” for our involve-
ment in the parish and beyond.  Every church is richly blessed by elders; by 
leaders; teachers; by widely reaching practical support; by a vast assort-
ment of freely offered talents. 

Some of the believers might be tempted  to belittle themselves by describ-
ing themselves as “Amjust”.   Amjust the cleaner …. the go-for … the dish-
washer. 

Every person celebrating in the centre circle at the cup final played a part 
in the team success.  No matter the service done for the Lord, great or 
seemingly trivial, it is deeply appreciated by our Father in heaven. 

Depending on how we look at it, Christianity in Scotland is either in a most 
precarious position, or we are facing a most exciting and challenging time 
for Christian growth. 

The particular challenge for us at Clackmannan, is to make effective wit-
ness in a vacancy situation, and also to await a verdict on any possibility 
linkage or readjustment.   

Can we sincerely encourage back to regular worship all who are now ab-
sent on Sundays, and who question their own input or value to the Chris-
tian cause?  In very difficult days ahead of us we need every member to be 
in the centre circle cheering on the Lord’s cup winning team. 



DEADLINE DATE FOR JUNE WINDOW - 15TH MAY 
 

Hand articles to Mary Millar or place in the “Window” box in the Church 
Office (open Tuesdays 10 am—12 noon).  Email articles to win-
doweditor@clackmannankirk.org.uk.  Magazines will be available on 
29th May 2022.   
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THANK YOU FROM SAUCHIE AND COALSNAUGHTON PARISH CHURCH 
 

Excerpt from article in Sauchie and Coalsnaughton Parish Church’s news-
letter: 
 

“We very much enjoyed our Mothering Sunday walk to our Mother 
Church, Clackmannan Parish Church.  We were a group of eight people 
including adults and children and it was perfect weather for a walk. 
 

“We received a very warm welcome at Clackmannan church where several 
people had stayed on after their Sunday worship to share refreshments 
and fellowship with us.  We were told some of the history of Clackmannan 
church and the children loved exploring the horseshoe shaped pews and 
seeing the banners hung from the balco-
ny.  We also admired the church made 
from a cardboard box (photo attached).  
We will try to make one of our own soon.  
 

“We wandered around the church grave-
yard to see the remarkable gravestones, 
some of which are hundreds of years 
old.” 
 

Please extend sincere thanks to all who 
met with us on that Sunday and gave us 
such a warm welcome.  
 

Many thanks again and good wishes to all 
at Clackmannan Parish Church.  
 

Kind regards 
Bonnie and Sandra 
 (Church and mice were used in the children’s address on  
 Mothering Sunday,  Ed) 



Page 7 

PRAYER SQUARES 
 

The CDT Knit and Natter Group, which meets in the Church Hall on a Friday 
morning, gifted these prayer squares to church members after the services 
on Palm Sunday.  They were very warmly received. 

Community Council 
The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 

 

Our Queen’s Platinum Jubilee will take place on 2nd 
June this year.  The Community Council, Clackmannan 
Development Trust and other community groups 
(hopefully the School, Church, Scouts etc) are organis-
ing a street party on Saturday 4th June. 
 

The Church and Church Halls will be open.  The Church 
will be open for viewing the Coronation stained  glass 
window (the only one in Scotland). There will be fun, 
games, crown the queen with scenes from the era 
(1952).   Anyone in the local community who can help 

with artifacts from the said era and can give their time  helping with the or-
ganising and on the day please contact any Community Councillor or mem-
bers of the Development Trust. 
 

Garry McPhee  
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The Place … The Person …. The Purpose 

Genesis 25 v 1 -11 is one of those “off-putting scriptures”.   It lists about 19 
generations in Abraham’s lineage—questionable in value to our family 
tree-search, or to our spiritual growth.   Why?  Why?  Why?  Then a jewel 
of scripture slips in for our encouragement. 

Verse 11 -  Isaac lived near “The Well of the Living One Who Sees Me”.                     
Let the Holy Spirit guide us - 

(1)   THE … not just any old place, but that special, unique, secret place 
where a deep relationship is grounded; where we especially find ourselves 
close to God; where He reveals himself; where He communicates with us. 
(2) The WELL …  Scriptures are full of references to wells in dry places, 
water-holes offering life in barren situations; streams and fountains over-
flowing with goodness; all summed up in the life of Jesus.  The Bible goes 
on to speak of the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer, using the same il-
lustrations.  Who is the owner of this particular and special well of life?                                                  
(3) THE LIVING ONE …  God created humanity with the desire to wor-
ship.  Moses gave clear instruction in that area in the Ten Command-
ments.   
Sadly, for many, that desire leads to worship of unending varieties of false 
gods of our own making, which will only lead to destruction.  For Christian 
believers that, contrary to the deaf, dumb, lifeless and dead gods of our 
own creating, the Lord Jesus Christ is truly THE LIVING ONE.  And His pur-
pose?        

HE SEES ME  …….. and that obviously includes you, the reader, and every 
potential sharer of the Word. 

In the sacred text of John 3 v16 “God so loved the world, that He gave His 
only Son Jesus Christ, that whosoever believes in Him will not perish, but 
have eternal life”.  …… change “the world” to your personal name.   

The well of the Living One who sees me—what a lovely Place to visit; Per-
son to meet and a Purpose fulfilled. 

Dear friends, persevere through the dull, drab, off-putting scriptures and 
find the hidden treasures in the Word.        

Bill Izett           
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COIN-A-DAY 
 

I plan to re-start the coin-a-day collection and count in June this year and 
will issue the materials in May.  There have obviously been a lot of changes 
since the last count in March, 2020.  If you have still been collecting your 
coins over the last 2 years, could you please try to ensure that your current 
elder is aware that you have a collection and will collect from you prior to 
the count? 
 

Les Pike 

April  April (continued) 

1 Maureen and Duncan Brember 19  

2 Mrs Linda Sloan 20 Robert and Lysbeth Fleming 

3  21  

4 Billy and Margaret McKenzie 22 Jim and Mary Millar 

5  23 Maureen and Duncan Brember 

6 Sam and Margaret Harris 24  

7  25 Billy and Margaret McKenzie 

8 Billy and Margaret McKenzie 26 Billy and Margaret McKenzie 

9  27  

10 George and Doreen Gallagher 28 Mrs Freda Lambie 

11 Maureen and Duncan Brember 29 Billy and Margaret McKenzie 

12  30  Billy and Margaret McKenzie 

13  

May dates still available: 

 

1st, 5th, 7th, 9th, 12th, 14th, 17th, 

24th, 30th and 31st. 

 

14 The Bramham Family 

15  

16 Mrs Linda Sloan 

17 Andrew Wotherspoon 

18 Robert and Lysbeth Fleming 

 

FLOODLIGHTING OUR CHURCH 
Contributors are listed below and their names and dedications will 

be on display at the Church entrance.  If you wish to sponsor any 

future dates please contact Maureen Brember (01259 

220690). The cost to light up the Church for one night is £5.  
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Community Weekly Events 

Wednesday 2.00 pm Wee County Walkers.  Meet at Town Hall 

Friday 10.30 am CDT Knit and Natter—Church Hall 

CHURCH FLOWERS 

Thank you all for your continued 
support of the Flower Fund.  All 
donations are very gratefully re-
ceived and there are envelopes in 
the vestry for donations.   Please 
see Flower Diary in vestibule for 
future dates available. 

May Flowers 

May Contributed by Arranged by 

1st Jan McTaggart 
Pat Cochrane 

8th Flower Fund 

15th Flower Fund Distributed by 

22nd Garry McPhee Linda Sloan 
Helen White   29th Flower Fund 

My neighbour lent me some spices and I accidentally 
sat on them.  At this point I'm on borrowed thyme. 

UPDATE RE FACE COVERINGS IN CHURCH 
 

After the Scottish Government’s announcement that face coverings are no 
longer mandatory in places of worship, at weddings and funerals the 
Church of Scotland issued new guidelines which were discussed at a Trus-
tees’ meeting on Tuesday 5th April.  The Trustees appreciate that not eve-
ryone will want to do away with social distancing and the wearing of face 
masks in the church.  Therefore, it has been decided that the rectangular 
seating area on the Fellowship side of the church will be reserved for those 
who wish to socially distance and wear a face mask for the full service.  In 
all other seating areas in church there will be no requirement for social 
distancing and the wearing of face masks while seated and standing to 
sing.  If you decide to sit in these less regulated areas, you can, if you wish, 
still wear a face covering at any time during the service. 
 

However, we would encourage people to wear a mask when moving about 
the church and to continue the use of lateral flow tests before attending 
church. 

Jim Millar 
Session Clerk 
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JUST A WORD OF THANKS  … 

I would like to pass on my grateful thanks for the beautiful flowers 
that Helen White kindly delivered.   They meant a lot and brightened my 
day.  So kind of everyone to think about me.   
Thanks so much. 

Helen Crews 
 

Jessie Williamson would like to thank the church for the beautiful flowers 
she received.  They were very much appreciated.  Thanks also to Nesta 
for delivering them. 

FINANCIAL AFFAIRS FOR MARCH 2022 

 Mar    Mar 

INCOME £  EXPENDITURE £ 

Offerings 4,657.70  Ministry 4,964.00 

Investment Income 3.63  Salaries 670.00 

Hall Lets 148.00  Heat and Light 304.67 

Donations 650.00  Telephone 136.65 

Ragbag  6.40  Council Tax 207.00 

   Insurance 471.68 

   Music Licence 548.17 

   Fabric 1,314.00 

   Office/Postage 504.64 

   Floral Gift 30.00 

   Independent Examiner 250.00 

Total Income 5,465.73  Total Expenditure 9,400.81 

Deficit  -3,935.08    

As we are now in a vacancy situation the vacancy allowance has been    
applied to our ministry contribution.  The new standing order for 
£3,760.25 per month will begin in April. 
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Clackmannan – Empathy and Compassion for Refugees 

 

It’s eighty or more years ago that the late Flora and Neil Grasso came to 

Scotland seeking refuge from Benito Mussolini’s Italy during World War II.  

They set up home in 70 High Street within sight of Clackmannan Tower.  

Their award-winning Grasso’s ice cream was renowned and enjoyed 

throughout Central Scotland.  Their daughter, Vilma, became a highly qual-

ified matron at a leading London Hospital.  Their son, Remo, travelled the 

world with British Airways, fronting their ‘Change for Good’ endeavour 

with charities like the Abandoned Street Kids of Brazil Trust.  

Remo has invested all his energy and time in showing empathy and com-
passion for others less fortunate.  For long he manned the phone for the 
Samaritans.  He ran in the London Marathon to raise money for street chil-
dren.  He campaigned for Aleppo’s children bombed during the War in Syr-
ia (see photo above).  He worked in the Moria refugee camp on Lesbos in 
the Mediterranean.  The Christmas before last he spent working with the 
homeless, often refugees, in Rome. 

Ever active in his seventies, Remo is now working with a local Ukrainian 
charity.  At this moment, he is on call to drive a van with medical supplies 
to the Polish/Ukraine border. 


