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Clackmannan Parish
Church of Scotland
Minister: Rev Rae Clark MA BD

Christmas

Christmas Greetings and Best Wishes for
2022 to all our readers

Pictures showing the church decorated
with poppies for the Remembrance
Service on 14th November.
©Mary Millar

CLACKMANNAN PARISH CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT

adopted by Kirk Session 17th November 2001
“God has called His people in Clackmannan Parish Church, under
His guidance, to be a congregation committed to sharing Jesus’
Word and Love with the community.”
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Time

Service

5th Dec
12th Dec

11.00 am Christmas Gift Service☺—Clackmannan Worship Group
11.00 am Communion—Rev Jim Cochrane
3.00 pm Afternoon Communion—BMH* - Rev Jim Cochrane
19th Dec
11.00 am Sunday School Nativity Presentation
24th Dec
6.30 pm Christingle Service—Michelle McAdoo
26th Dec
11.00 am Rev Jim McNeil
2nd Jan
11.00 am Michelle McAdoo
9th Jan
11.00 am Clackmannan Worship Group and Keith and Ida Waddell
3.00 pm Afternoon Service—BMH*-Clackmannan Worship Group
16th Jan
11.00 am Michelle McAdoo
23rd Jan
11.00 am Rev Jim McNeil
30th Jan
11.00 am Alva Worship Group—Kay and Elaine
3.00 pm Afternoon Service—BMH*
6th Feb
11.00 am Clackmannan Worship Group
☺ Gifts received will be donated to Women's Aid
* Bruce Memorial Hall (beside Manse)

Telephone Numbers and Email Addresses
Position

Name

Interim
Moderator

Rev Jim McNeil

01259760262 JMcNeil@churchofscotland.org.uk

Minister

Rev Rae Clark

01259211255 RClark@churchofscotland.org.uk

Session Clerk

Jim Millar

01259217361

Depute and
Clerk/Board
(pro-tem)

Anne Dawson

01259219350

Treasurer

Joyce Morrison

07557537611 treasurer@clackmannankirk.org.uk

Organist

Meg Carroll

07900443425 organist@clackmannankirk.org.uk

Church Officer

Willie Hunter

07775686664

Church Office

Tel No

Email address

sessionclerk
@clackmannankirk.org.uk

01259214238 office@clackmannankirk.org.uk
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Dear Friends
I am still basking in the afterglow of good feelings because of the birth of my
latest grandchild Leah.
But with that comes a bit of fear and trepidation. Often we get caught up in
the hope and the promise that a new birth gives us, and that is a wonderful
feeling to have. But I am aware with the ripples of COVID evident in the primary school that I have been working in, that promise is nothing without
commitment. When we do nothing to back up the promise either through
neglect, or in the case of COVID because of huge restrictions stopping us,
then the promise is often stunted and sometimes even destroyed.
Why do I mention this?
Well we are well into the Advent season, the time of waiting and promise
for the birth of Christ, or in our case, the promise of rebirth of the joy of
Christ in us. It dawned on me that at that time and in that culture there
would have been thousands of astrologers looking into the sky, thousands
of astrologers that saw the promise of new birth in the star that suddenly
appeared. That promise was there for all of them, yet so few followed it up
with commitment. Because of the number of gifts offered to Christ by the
wise men we believe that only three took the effort to follow the star and
find true fulfilment in their lives.

The rest? Who knows? Maybe they had a nice feeling for a while and then
it died. Maybe they felt it wasn’t for them and didn’t even feel that. It was
the most important event in history and they missed out on it because they
couldn’t be bothered or felt they were too busy.
We now have the promise of rebirth of Christ in our lives, all of us are seeing
through Advent the truth of the reality of God active in our lives. God’s love
felt through the love of family and friends, God’s wonder seen in the stunning vision of a sunset or a clear night sky reveal creation throughout the
universe, the joy of God seen in the excitement of a young child’s eyes.
We are seeing it, but have we made our lives so busy that we can’t reflect
on it.
We have seen it, but are we committing ourselves to that growth in our
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lives, or like those thousands of astrologers, happy with an emotional boost
and then letting it die?
We complain that we have no time, that we are busy, as if it is other people
who are forcing us not to be committed to our faith. But it is ourselves that
create our timetable; it is ourselves who create our priorities; it is ourselves
that make those decisions of what we do and when we do it.

We all will have the chance of celebrating the birth (and rebirth within us) of
Christ this Christmas.
Our challenge is, how many of us will commit to that life growing within us?
I hope you have a truly life changing Christmas.
Your friend in Christ
Jim McNeil

TAPED SERVICES
Taping of Sunday morning worship will resume again soon.
If you are housebound and would appreciate this service
please forward name and address to Bill Izett who will be
pleased to deliver.
GUILD
After a meeting held in the Church Hall on Monday 22 November
it was decided that there was sufficient interest in starting up The
Guild in the New Year. The first meeting will be held on Monday
10th January in the Church Hall at 2 pm. We hope to welcome old and new
members alike.

Helen White

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Deadline Date for February issue—Sunday 16th January 2022
Email articles to windoweditor@clackmannankirk.org.uk
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FINANCIAL AFFAIRS FOR OCTOBER 2021
INCOME includes

Oct
£

Offerings
Investment Income
Gift Aid
Traidcraft
Wedding
National Giving Day

5,144.40
0.08
5,563.62
12.00
100.00
6,640.00

Total Income
Surplus
Deficit year to date

EXPENDITURE includes

Ministry
Salaries
Pulpit Supply
Heat and Light
Telephone
Insurance
Council Tax
Piano Tuning
Fabric
Office
Travel
Poppy Wreath
17,655.10 Total Expenditure
10,658.33
5,792.01

Oct
£
4,534.60
670.00
180.00
161.44
134.15
471.68
207.00
58.00
192.70
12.00
344.40
30.80
6,996.77

National Giving Day. This was held on 30 October. Donations were
received both on that day and since. At the time of writing (9th November) the total received from the appeal stands at £7,410. Many thanks to
those who donated. Gift Aid will add a further £1,660 to this amount. If
anyone who has not as yet donated and still wishes to do so please contact Joyce on 0755753611. All funds received will be retained by Clackmannan Parish Church and the amount will not be included in the calculation used to work out our ministry and mission contribution.
VANDALS STRIKE AGAIN
Youngsters have once again vandalised some of our church property. The
floodlights have been damaged and slates thrown at them. Police have
been informed and as yet we don’t have a price for repair.
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Blythswood Care Christmas Shoe Box Appeal 2021
What a tremendous effort for the above this year. We were able to deliver
to the collection van a grand total of 123 boxes this year. Many thanks to
all who helped to contribute to this number either by donating a completed box, giving a monetary donation or simply providing the items to complete a box on your behalf. There will be big smiles on the folk of Romania
this year when they open their boxes, which is what this appeal is all
about. We have so much and it is good for us to share, especially in the
current climate.
This is a very much team effort in doing these boxes, but a special thanks
must go to my great friend, Eleanor Abel who just seems to be able to spot
the bargains to fill the boxes. Whilst on a shopping trip with her to Perth
we mentioned to a member of staff what we were doing. She proceeded
to reduce a lot of items to 50 pence and an elderly lady overheard and she
very kindly gave us a donation to this appeal. Also a grateful thanks to
Janis McTaggart and family. They alone donated 21 boxes.
Thank you all most sincerely.
Helen White
CLACKULELE

The ukulele group has managed to keep strumming over
the past 18 months, thanks to a few dedicated members
meeting on Zoom. In the summer of 2021 we met outdoors at The Smith Gallery & Museum and even ventured to Gartocharn to
take part in the Loch Lomond Ukulele Orchestra Strumfest. We’ve now
resumed regular weekly meetings at Tillicoultry Golf Club and are currently
rehearsing for three performances at the beginning of December. The
Thursday Circle at Sauchie Parish, AGM Tullibody Development Trust and
Alva Seniors’ Christmas Lunch. Unfortunately our base player has moved
on so there’s a vacancy there and for anyone enthusiastic enough to pick
up a ukulele and sing - it’s good for the soul.
Margaret Sneddon
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Joel Hafvenstein’s Climate Justice Diary
Joel writes: The people of Nepal have impressive and inspiring resilience.
Over centuries adapted to life on steep slopes in an area prone to earthquakes, by using terracing and irrigation, making clever use of every local
resource because transport from outside was so difficult. The greater connectedness of modern Nepal with improved roads and mobile internet even
in remote areas has brought benefits.
And yet, in village after village, resilience is stretched to the limits by climate
change, driving more and more people to give up the struggle, to abandon
their homes and migrate to urban areas or to seek work overseas. Everyone
who leaves reduces the resilience of those left behind. One fewer neighbour
to rely on in a crisis, one fewer person who remembers the traditions and
practices that made mountain survival possible as a community.

Farmers in the high Himalaya rely on snow melt for their water supply. As
the snowline moves higher and snow no longer falls on the lower slopes,
crops cannot survive. The monsoon season has become more erratic,
starting early and ending late. Dry spells and sudden, vast downpours alike
are bad for crops and in the lowland floods sweep away homes and fields.
Rising temperatures widen the range of mosquitoes and venomous snakes,
bringing dengue fever and the risk of snakebite as well as new agricultural
pests and diseases.
Joel asks that we respond not just by ‘liking’ a post or calling for climate justice but by altering how we live, doing our own share to cut down on the use
of fossil fuels which have such devastating effects on people in Nepal and
elsewhere.
Anne Dawson

STAMP REQUEST
Remember to save your stamps from your Christmas mail
but please make sure you leave a big enough border so as
not to damage the perforations.
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FLOODLIGHTING OUR CHURCH
Contributors are listed below and their names and dedications will be on display
at the Church entrance. If you wish to sponsor any future dates please contact
Maureen Brember (01259 220690). The cost to light up the Church for one night is £5.
November

December
Mrs
Jan
McTaggart
1
1
2 The Todd Family
2
The
Todd
Family
3
3 Mrs Rosemary Ramage
4 Mrs Ann Paterson
4
Mrs
Helen
McCallum
5
5 Mrs Cathie Howie
6 The Guild
6 Mrs Lorraine Lindsay
Mrs
Grace
Hamilton
7
7 Mrs Marjory F Gray
8 The Ross Family
8
9 The Guild
9
10 Mr Alan Lockie
10 Mrs Lillian Wilson
11 The Guild
11 Margaret Duncan and Family
12 The Guild
12 Margaret and Billy McKenzie
13 The Ross Family
13 Mrs Margaret Murphy
14 The Guild
14 Margaret and Billy McKenzie
15 The Guild
15 Jim and Mary Millar
16 Jim and Mary Millar
16 Mrs Irene McKay
17 John and Meg Young
17 Mrs Margaret Murphy
18 John and Meg Young
18 Sam and Margaret Harris
19 Mrs Jan McTaggart
19 Mrs Cathie Howie
20 The Ferguson Family
20 Mrs Janette Wilkie
21
21 Mrs Janette Wilkie
22 The Guild
22 Mr James Lindsay
23 Robert and Lysbeth Fleming
23 The Reid Family
24 Jim and Nancy Turnbull + Family
24 The Reid Family
25 Jim and Nancy Turnbull + Family
25 Mr Ian Smith
26 Jim and Nancy Turnbull + Family
26 Mrs Chris Fyfe
27 Jim and Nancy Turnbull + Family
27 Mrs Chris Fyfe
28 Jim and Nancy Turnbull + Family
28 Margaret and Billy McKenzie
29 Jim and Nancy Turnbull + Family
29 Margaret and Billy McKenzie
30 Jim and Nancy Turnbull + Family
30 Mrs Margo Smith
31 Mrs Margo Smith
January 2021 dates still available: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 17th, 19th, 26th, 27th, 29th and
30th
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CHURCH FLOWERS
After many years service as Flower Co-ordinator Elspeth Cuthbertson has
stepped down. We appreciate all the work Elspeth has put in over the
years and must thank her for making up the flower rota for each week and
arranging floral gifts delivered to those celebrating milestone life events.
You know where this is leading … we are now in need of someone else to
arrange the flower rota and we are also in need of helpers to arrange the
flowers for display in the church on Sundays. Helpers are also needed to
tie the flowers into bouquets at the end of the service ready for delivery.
Please give this request prayerful consideration and if you can help in any
way please get in touch with the Clerk to the Board—Anne Dawson 01259
219350.
We know from past letters received that the flowers, while enjoyed in the
church, are also appreciated very much by those who
are in need of some pastoral care.
After nearly 2 years of not doing very much perhaps this
is an area where you could help?
The more volunteers the less onerous the tasks.

Power grabbing nations; world-wide Christians maimed, mutilated, murdered; mighty nations unconcerned
about global warming, years of Covid
fears; teenage knife-carrying murderers ...
Truly …. Peace is hard to find.
Bill Izett

Bill has shared a Christmas poem by
Maya Angelou on the next page.
Dr Maya Angelou wrote this poem
for the White House tree lighting in
2005.

Snow in Bethlehem
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AMAZING PEACE: A Christmas Poem
by Maya Angelou
Thunder rumbles in the mountain passes
And lightning rattles the eaves of our houses.
Flood waters await us in our avenues.

Snow falls upon snow, falls upon snow to avalanche
Over unprotected villages.
The sky slips low and grey and threatening.
We question ourselves.
What have we done to so affront nature?
We worry God.
Are you there? Are you there really?
Does the covenant you made with us still hold?
Into this climate of fear and apprehension, Christmas enters,
Streaming lights of joy, ringing bells of hope
And singing carols of forgiveness high up in the bright air.
The world is encouraged to come away from rancour,
Come the way of friendship.
It is the Glad Season.
Thunder ebbs to silence and lightning sleeps quietly in the corner.
Flood waters recede into memory.
Snow becomes a yielding cushion to aid us
As we make our way to higher ground.
Hope is born again in the faces of children
It rides on the shoulders of our aged as they walk into their sunsets.
Hope spreads around the earth. Brightening all things,
Even hate which crouches breeding in dark corridors.
In our joy, we think we hear a whisper.
At first it is too soft. Then only half heard.
We listen carefully as it gathers strength.
We hear a sweetness.
The word is Peace.
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It is loud now. It is louder.
Louder than the explosion of bombs.
We tremble at the sound. We are thrilled by its presence.
It is what we have hungered for.
Not just the absence of war. But, true Peace.
A harmony of spirit, a comfort of courtesies.
Security for our beloveds and their beloveds.
We clap hands and welcome the Peace of Christmas.
We beckon this good season to wait a while with us.
We, Baptist and Buddhist, Methodist and Muslim, say come.
Peace.
Come and fill us and our world with your majesty.
We, the Jew and the Jainist, the Catholic and the Confucian,
Implore you, to stay a while with us.
So we may learn by your shimmering light
How to look beyond complexion and see community.
It is Christmas time, a halting of hate time.
On this platform of peace, we can create a language
To translate ourselves to ourselves and to each other.
At this Holy Instant, we celebrate the Birth of Jesus Christ
Into the great religions of the world.
We jubilate the precious advent of trust.
We shout with glorious tongues at the coming of hope.
All the earth’s tribes loosen their voices
To celebrate the promise of Peace.
We, Angels and Mortals, Believers and Non-Believers,
Look heavenward and speak the word aloud.
Peace. We look at our world and speak the word aloud.
Peace. We look at each other, then into ourselves
And we say without shyness or apology or hesitation.
Peace, My Brother.
Peace, My Sister.
Peace, My Soul.
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CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAYRE
in

Clackmannan Town Hall
on

Saturday 11th December
from 10.00 am till 2.00 pm

Admission £2 for adults
which includes a cup of tea/coffee and cake/biscuit.

Children—FREE!
There will be plenty of stalls with a great variety of gifts which would
make your last-minute Christmas shopping a whole lot easier.
There will also be a tombola and any items which would be suitable
would be gratefully received.
We look forward to seeing you there on the day.
Should you want more
information, please feel free to contact me, Maureen Brember, on
01259 220690.

GIFT SERVICE—WOMEN’S AID
If you wish to give a gift to a mother or child please bring it along on
Sunday 5th December. Remember to mark your gift to indicate
whether it is for a boy, girl or mother and give some indication of the
age range for which the children's gift will be suitable.
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