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Keep Going 

CLACKMANNAN PARISH CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT 
“God has called His people in Clackmannan Parish Church, under His 

guidance, to be a congregation committed to sharing Jesus’ Word and 

Love with the community.”   

 
Adopted by Kirk Session 17th November 2001 

Psalm 55:22 
 
Cast your burden upon the LORD, and he will 
sustain you; he will never allow the righteous 
to be shaken. 
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PASTORAL CARE 
 

If you know of anyone who is either sick, in hospital, be-

reaved or just ‘under the weather’ please let Helen 

White (Pastoral Care Co-ordinator) know if you think a 

card would make a difference. 
 

Helen White (07900837546) or email  

white-helen3@sky.com 

Articles for the Window should be emailed to 
 

windoweditor@talktalk.net 
 

Magazines will be available online by 29th August.  

DEADLINE DATE FOR SEPTEMBER WINDOW - 15th AUGUST 

    Telephone Numbers and Email Addresses 

Position Name Tel No Email address 

Interim     

Moderator 
Rev Jim McNeil 01259760262 JMcNeil@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Minister Rev Rae Clark 01259211255 RClark@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Session Clerk  Jim Millar 01259217361 
sessionclerk 

@clackmannankirk.org.uk 

Depute  

Session Clerk 

Clerk—Board 

(pro-tem) 

Anne Dawson 01259219350   

Treasurer Joyce Morrison 07557537611 treasurer@clackmannankirk.org.uk 

Organist Meg Carroll 07900443425 organist@clackmannankirk.org.uk 

Church Officer Willie Hunter 07775686664  

Church Office closed 01259214238 office@clackmannankirk.org.uk 
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Dear Friends, 
 

I don’t know about you, but I am shattered. 
 

I have had about a year and a half of continuous adaptation (I think I am 
on version 18-19 of the guidelines and each version is over 60 pages long). 
I have had to learn how to do online church, different versions of funeral 
services, baptism services and weddings, continuous variations on how 
and when and if I can visit people. 
 

I have had Guilds saying that they might not meet again, reports that 
about a third of the congregation won’t be back and the repercussions of 
what that means to finances and volunteer numbers.  Preparing the con-
gregations to be able to sing and then finding out that we will not be al-
lowed to sing after all.  While that is all going on the General Assembly tell-
ing the presbytery that we are moving from over 1000 charges/churches 
down to about 600 charges/churches and we have to sort it all out before 
Christmas (seriously!!). 
 

I am SSSOOO looking forward to a break, and I suspect that many of you 
are feeling the same way.  
 

Let me tell you that this time, more than at any other, it is important that 
we do get some kind of break this summer. 
 

Not just to recharge our batteries, not just to escape for a while the feeling 
of continual crisis we seem to have been living with for the last 18 months, 
but also to remind ourselves of a very valuable truth. 
 

You see we can get so caught up with the problems in front of us that we 
drain ourselves. 
 

And the truth that we need to remind ourselves of is that this is God’s 
world, this is God’s church, we are God’s people. 
 

When we are asleep the world doesn’t fall apart. 
 

When we go on holiday the church doesn’t crumble into dust. 
 

We are His children, and our role is not to sort out the world, or our neigh-
bours, or even our lives. 
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God is working away and our job is to work alongside Him, to ride on His 
coattails, rely on His wind to fill our sails. 
 

Maybe having a wee break reminds us that we don’t have all the respon-
sibility; that we can relax a bit. 
 

We can even trust a bit that in the long term things will work themselves 
out. 
 

We might even find we can smile because we begin to remember that 
we are in God’s hands, and those hands have never let us down. 
 

Whether you get away or don’t get away, I hope you can enjoy this sum-
mer break and be able to come back refreshed and ready to work with 
God in the way ahead. 
 

Your friend in Christ  
Jim McNeil  

RESERVING A SEAT IN CHURCH 
 

In order to give everyone an equal opportunity to reserve a seat 
for Sunday service please phone 

 

01259 217361 
 

between 7 pm and 9 pm on 
 

Monday to Thursday evenings 
Remember to provide a contact telephone number for 

Track and Trace 
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FINANCIAL AFFAIRS FOR MAY 2021 

 May   May 

INCOME includes £  EXPENDITURE includes £ 

Offerings 5,483.00  Ministry 4,534.60 

Investment Income 80.08  Salaries 670.00 

Easyfundraising 53.96  Insurance 463.96 

Amazon Smile 10.57  Heat and Light 548.53 

   Telephone  131.93 

   Council Tax 207.00 

Total Income 5,627.61  Total Expenditure 6,556.02 

Deficit -928.41    
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CLACKMANNAN PARISH CHURCH 

CALENDARS 2022 

Maureen and Duncan Brember intend 
publishing a 2022 calendar in an effort 
to raise some funds in what may turn 
out to be another lean year.   Once 
again we are happy to produce a cal-
endar and as in previous years we in-
vite church members to contribute by 
submitting some of their favourite 
photographs. 

We propose using last year's theme of 
Landscapes and Seascapes.  These can 
be digital or prints which we can copy 
and safely return.  Also if you have an 
old negative or slide lying about then 
we can copy these also.  Please  include details of where the picture was 
taken. 

We would be grateful if you get these to us by the end of September 2021. 

Pictures could be emailed to Duncan at dsbrember@gmail.com alterna-
tively phone Maureen or Duncan on 01259 220690 and they can collect if 
required. 

As always we look forward to receiving your contributions. 

We will again be producing both A4 and A5 versions of the calendar.  It is 
intended that copies will be made to order and should be available for dis-
tribution by the end of November.  If anyone has a special request for an 
earlier copy for posting, then please let us know.  The cost will be the same 
as the past four years ie A4 - £7.50 and A5 - £5.00. 

Maureen and Duncan Brember 



Page 7 

An Unexpected Outcome 

In the April issue of The Window I wrote about my discovery at having un-
expected ancestral connections to Clackmannan.  Little did I realise that 
The Window would have been read as far afield as Hertfordshire, England. 
I got an email from someone living there who by chance had done a 
Google search on their ancestral family names of Mercer and Dickie who 
hailed from Clackmannan.  The Google search popped up the April issue of 
The Window and my article about my ancestral connection to the same 
family names. 

Anyway we have been exchanging emails, information and even Ancestry 
DNA results and it transpires that the family connection is genuine.  We 
have since linked our family trees on Ancestry and unravelled some mys-
teries.  

So what began as a completely speculative venture turned out to have an 
unexpected positive result.  I dare say that had it not been for the lock-
down during Covid then this outcome may not have happened.  

Just goes to show that our magazine reaches more places than we realise. 

So keep up the good work Window Editor. 

Duncan Brember 

Thanks for sharing Duncan.  Glad to know that our publication can have 

such far reaching effects. 

Editor  
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IS IT ME????? 

Is it me or are any of our readers finding it hard to believe that we are al-
most halfway through this year??? 

I'm not sure whether it's the better weather just now but suddenly I am 
finding myself saying "I wish I had done that months ago".  Not that I have-
n't been doing things, it's just that I am finding  things that could have 
been done and weren't. 

I think what really brought home the fact that the months are going really 
quickly is that one of the craft programmes that I watch has been hav-
ing ...... wait for it ....... 2 weeks of Christmas shows.  Now that's a thought 
and enough to upset the best of us. 

So what have I been doing for the past few months??   Well, we (and I use 
the royal we), have built a greenhouse and have managed to start growing 
some vegetables and plants.  At the moment it's trial and error and hope-
fully next year we will have sussed things out and will be on top of it.  Any-
thing I have been cooking/eating which has a seed in it has been stuck in a 
pot of earth and it's amazing what is growing. 

At the beginning of May we thought long and hard about trying to get 
away for a few days as we were supposed to have been across to Arran 
but had to cancel and were having withdrawal symptoms.  We decided to 
take a chance and go up to Cullen for a few days as we reckoned it would 
be quiet and safe enough and there was the fact that dolphins were ten a 
penny in the bay. 

The hotel was very quiet and we had a lovely room overlooking the bay 
which we thought would be perfect for sitting with our binoculars and 
watching the wildlife right in front of our eyes.  

Not a dolphin to be seen for the whole week. 

We walked, walked and walked some more on the Tuesday but had for-
gotten that the following morning would be extremely painful indeed.  Just 
as well I had brought Ralgex with us. 

Anyway the highlight of the week was on Wednesday night.  Michael Por-
tillo and his team were staying in the hotel overnight.  He is an absolute 
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gentleman and because the hotel was quiet was very friendly.  Have to say 
that he was not as "colourful" as one would expect. 

So no dolphins but a chance meeting with Michael Portillo.  Can't complain 
about that. 

Back home on Saturday and have to say that it was really good to get away 
for the few days although even though there were not many people about 
we still felt we had to be very cautious and careful.  I think it's going to be 
quite a long time before we can all feel really safe out in the big bad world. 

We were only back a few days and I was still bemoaning  the fact that the 
only dolphin I had seen was the little wooden one that I had bought, when 
I found out that there had been a pod of dolphins doing tricks off the coast 
of Arran.  Oh how I laughed at this!!!!  None at Cullen but plenty off Arran. 
There is no justice to this. 

Anyway, as this is the double edition of the magazine, can I wish everyone 
a healthy, safe and warm couple of months till we meet again. 

Regards 

Maureen Brember 

All the way home from church, in the back seat of 
the car, the boy was quiet.  His father asked him 
three times what was wrong. 

Finally, the boy replied, “The preacher said he 
wanted us all brought up in a Christian home, but 
I wanted to stay with you guys.” 

  

ONLINE SHOPPING 
 
You will see from the Finance report that the recent donations from easy-
fundraising and smileamazon contributed nearly £70 to church funds.  So 
please remember to go via these sites when you are purchasing online. 
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Contributors are listed below and their names and dedications 

will be on display at the Church entrance.  If you wish to spon-

sor any future dates please contact Maureen Brember 

(01259 220690).  The cost to light up the Church for one 

night is £5.  

FLOODLIGHTING OUR CHURCH 

JUNE JUNE (continued) 

1  16  

2 Mr and Mrs Hugh Livingstone 17  

3 Jan McTaggart 18  

4 Mrs Irene McKay 19  

5  20  Rosemary Ramage 

6  21  

7  22 The White Family 

8 Rosemary Ramage 23  

9 Robert and Jimmy Horne 24  

10  25 Rev Rae Clark 

11  26 Rev Rae Clark 

12 Mrs Freda Lambie 27  

13 The Bramham Family 28  

14 Mrs Grace Hamilton 29  The Ferguson Family 

15  30  

See next page for July Floodlighting 

August dates still available 

3rd, 8th, 9th, 12th, 14th, 15th, 16th, 17th, 18th, 20th, 22nd, 

25th, 26th, 30th and 31st 
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JULY JULY (continued) 

1  Mrs Margaret Murphy 17  

2 18   Jim and Mary Millar 

3 19   The Hill Family 

4 20   Jan McTaggart 

5 21  Mrs Mabel Davidson  Mrs Helen Crews 

6 Mrs Helen Crews 22 Ian Smith 

7 Ian Smith 23 The Russell Family  

8 Greig and Leanne 24  

9 Robert and Lysbeth Fleming 25  

10 The White Family 26  

11 George and Doreen Gallagher 27 The Bramham Family 

12 Mrs Freda Lambie 28 Mrs Janette Wilkie 

13  29  

14 The Russell Family 30  Mrs Marjory F Gray 

15 The McTaggart Family 31 Ian Smith 

16 Mrs Lorraine Lindsay   

 This saving seats at church is 
really getting out of hand. 
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Scottish Charity Number SC002324 

Keep Going By Edgar Guest 

This particular poem encourages readers not to give up 
when they are faced with challenges. Even when things are 
not going well, keep pushing on. You never know how close 
you are to success and making it to the other side.  

When things go wrong, as they sometimes will, 
When the road you’re trudging seems all up hill, 
When the funds are low and the debts are high, 
And you want to smile, but you have to sigh, 
When care is pressing you down a bit, 
Rest if you must—but don’t you quit. 

Life is queer with its twists and turns, 
As every one of us sometimes learns, 
And many a failure turns about 
When he might have won had he stuck it out; 
Don’t give up, though the pace seems slow— 
You may succeed with another blow. 

Often the goal is nearer than 
It seems to a faint and faltering man, 
Often the struggler has given up 
When he might have captured the victor’s cup, 
And he learned too late, when the night slipped down, 
How close he was to the golden crown. 

Success is failure turned inside out— 
The silver tint of the clouds of doubt, 
And you never can tell how close you are, 
It may be near when it seems afar; 
So stick to the fight when you’re hardest hit— 
It’s when things seem worst that you mustn’t quit. 

 


