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Christian Aid Week Appeal 10 - 16 May 2021
Climate chaos is one of the greatest injustices we face. Together we
STOP this climate crisis.
Droughts are now more frequent and more intense due to the climate
crisis. Rose and her family, and millions of people in Kenya, are struggling to get enough food and water.
Your gift could help a community
build an earth dam, so when the
rains do come, they will have the
water they need to live. People like
Rose need every last drop to survive
the drought.
Together we STOP this climate crisis.
Every envelope.
Every gift.
Every challenge can change lives.
Don’t forget to make your donation this
year.

CLACKMANNAN PARISH CHURCH
MISSION STATEMENT

adopted by Kirk Session 17th November 2001
“God has called His people in Clackmannan Parish Church, under His
guidance, to be a congregation committed to sharing Jesus’ Word and
Love with the community.”
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Telephone Numbers and Email Addresses
Position

Name

Tel No

Email address

Interim
Moderator

Rev Jim McNeil 01259760262 JMcNeil@churchofscotland.org.uk

Minister

Rev Rae Clark

01259211255 RClark@churchofscotland.org.uk

Session Clerk

Jim Millar

01259217361

Depute
Session Clerk
Clerk—Board
(pro-tem)

Anne Dawson

01259219350

Treasurer

Joyce Morrison

07557537611 treasurer@clackmannankirk.org.uk

Organist

Meg Carroll

07900443425 organist@clackmannankirk.org.uk

Church Officer

Willie Hunter

07775686664

Church Office

closed

01259214238 office@clackmannankirk.org.uk

sessionclerk
@clackmannankirk.org.uk

DEADLINE DATE FOR JUNE WINDOW—16TH MAY
Email articles to windoweditor@clackmannankirk.org.uk. Magazines
will be available on the web site by 30th May 2021.
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Dear Friends,
OK finally some good news.
While I am writing this letter the Kirk Session is preparing for a meeting in
mid-April with only one item on the agenda ... opening the church for worship.
Risk assessments have been made, plans of how to socially distance worshipers have been created, items for cleaning hands have been bought and
put in place.
All we need is the agreement of the Kirk Session and the ratification of the
Presbytery.
With all the preplanning that has gone ahead our hope is that we should
get the OK on the 13th April (so by the time you read this it may all have
passed) and we can start worship again on the 25th April.
There will be differences.
If you want a place then you need to book ahead (details of which will be
found later in the magazine). This has two benefits—the first is that we
don’t spend half an hour outside the church (possibly in the rain) taking
protect and trace details. All that stuff is done before-hand and you just
get ticked off as you come in. The second benefit is that it gives assurance.
We will be limited in numbers because of social distancing, by taking
names beforehand it means that anyone that has a spot knows it and can
safely come to church. When the numbers are reached we can quickly tell
people so they don’t have the disappointment of coming to church and
then being turned away. We will still have the written versions of the service online for those who won’t be able to attend.
You will be guided to a socially distanced seat in the church, and at the end
you will be guided out the church. This prevents the two major bottlenecks where people can get too close and break social distancing, the time
coming into the church and the time leaving the church.
You will not be allowed to sing and you will need to wear a face mask.
The service will be shorter than normal because there will be no children’s
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address.
We will probably have Meg playing hymns but as no hymn books are allowed in the church you will not be able to read the words.
I know that all sounds quite negative but we will be working to make sure
the service is still as meaningful as we can make it.
The other thing to note is that this is the ‘worst’ new normal.
As time progresses and restrictions begin to be removed things will change
again.
Once we are allowed to use the balcony that will allow more in at the
proper social distancing.
With time, social distancing will change from 2m to 1m and again more
people will be allowed in.
Eventually we will be allowed to have cushions, allowed to have hymn
books, allowed hymns to be sung by the congregation.
I want to make this very clear, we are not at the end of lockdown, but I
believe we are at the beginning of the end.
Until I see you next, keep on caring for people, especially those who have
suffered most over this year, like your minister. Pray for them, care for
them and help them heal.
Your friend in Christ
Jim McNeil
Interim Moderator

PASTORAL CARE
Remember to contact Helen White (Co-ordinator) by phone
(07900837546) or email
white-helen3@sky.com
if you know someone who needs a card whether they are at home or in
hospital.
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Church Opening from 25th April 2021
We are delighted to be re-opening our church but things will be a bit different and we give below information you will need if you intend to attend.
You should enter the church grounds from the High Street entrance thus
avoiding handrail contact from the Lych Gate and the Bruce Memorial Hall
entrances which will be locked off.
Stewards will direct you to your seats. Social distancing between members and stewards must be exercised at all times.
The number allowed to worship is small and a booking system will be in
operation. All seats are socially distanced.
For the service on 25th April you can phone Jim Millar on 01259 217361
(between 7 pm and 9 pm) Monday to Thursday.
For the service on the 2nd May you should phone Anne Dawson on
07932316366 using the same time frame.
For services from 9th May onwards you should phone Jim Millar as indicated earlier. Should the list be oversubscribed then you will be given the
option to have your name put on the list for the following week.
When booking you will be asked for a contact phone number and the
number of people in your group. This is to fulfil the requirements of track
and trace. These details will be stored for 3 weeks and then destroyed.
You will require to wear a face mask at all times during the service and to
use the hand sanitiser before and after the service. Disposable masks will
be available for those turning up to church without their own personal
one.
At the end of the service the stewards will indicate when you can leave
your seat. Once outside you must make your way to the High Street as
anyone congregating outside the church door will prevent others from being able to exit. Please continue to follow the 2-metre rule once outside.
Rev Jim McNeil will take the service on 25th April and he and his Associate
Minister Rev Anne Shearer will be involved in future services until our own
minister Rev Rae Clark returns.
The services will still be uploaded to the church web site for reading or
printing off. (www.clackmannankirk.org.uk)
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Excerpts from letter from our Mission Partners—Keith and Ida Waddell
Dear Family and Friends
We are writing this in Lusaka in the middle of Holy Week. We came up
for a number of unavoidable meetings, masked and distanced. Ida was
at the Churches Health Association of Zambia’s Board Meeting last week,
where it was brought home just how vulnerable Zambia still is to a third
or even fourth wave of Covid-19 with no vaccine. A vaccine acquisition
and deployment programme is ready to be rolled out. We have heard
that AZ & Johnson & Johnson vaccines have been earmarked for Zambia,
but there is still none in the country and nothing is likely to arrive till well
into May. Although Cabinet has approved the two vaccines it is unrealistic to expect even the most vulnerable to all have been vaccinated by the
time the predicted third wave arrives with the on-set of the cold season
here in June and July. The first 3% of Zambia’s allocation, coming
through COVAX and planned to arrive in May, will rightly go to Health
Care Workers. The objective is to vaccinate 20% of the target population
by the end of the year, made up of other key workers, then those over 65
and those with underlying vulnerabilities. Thereafter the programme will
then extend to the entire adult population
Oxygen is key in managing admitted Covid patients, 84% of admissions
require it. Hence, our still fruitless attempts to establish Oxygen Plants
at Mwandi and Mbereshi Mission Hospitals. On a more positive note,
the Friends of Chitambo were able to use our concept paper in their successful application to the Scottish Government, who are now convinced
of the wisdom of the proposal for hospitals in
Zambia to produce their own oxygen, as is the
case in Scotland..
Currently, we are relying on oxygen concentrators
which are really quite ineffective for patients in a
critical state. UCZ Health facilities have treated
over 250 hospitalised cases from which we lost 4
patients, including two mothers, one pregnant
and the other with a 5 day old baby. So in these
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circumstances, our efforts at procuring PPE, oxygen supplies and medicines are all the more urgent. Another consequence of the on-going immunisation programme in the more developed world is that grants for the
acquisition of PPE have become less available.
It is indeed, an ill-divided world. Today the UK has already issued 35 million doses of vaccine with nearly 80% of adults covered.
The production of cement blocks at the sheltered workshop (The Red
Brick Yard) has commenced. The machine arrived in February and was off-loaded onto a
previously prepared slab. The yard has been
fenced and a water and electricity supply provided. With David in charge, we have Grant,
Roy, Nasilele and Mubita assisting. The first run
of bricks was produced yesterday for the semidetached Doctors’ houses; these are being
funded by the Beit Trust. This is a first in
Mwandi, the production of bricks by machine
and with able-bodied and those with vulnerabilities special needs working together. We are
especially proud of Roy. He is an orphan raised by his grandmother and
gained 11 points in his Grade 12, enough to study medicine. We are hoping he manages, funding permitting, to get a place at a good Government
or Christian Medical School.
As we approach Easter we realise that at
the heart of the Gospel is God’s promise to
be with us in our struggles, in the darkness, the injustices we find, the violence
and deaths and his bringing us back to life
again, giving us life, hope and peace again.
May God bless you this Easter.
With our love
Keith & Ida
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FLOODLIGHTING OUR CHURCH
Contributors are listed below and their names and dedications will be on
display at the Church entrance. If you wish to sponsor any future dates
please contact Rosemary Ramage (01259 720805). The cost to light up
the Church for one night is £5.
April

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Mrs Linda Sloan
Garry McPhee
Garry McPhee
Sam and Margaret Harris

April (continued)

19
20 Robert and Lysbeth Fleming
21
22 Jim and Mary Millar
23
24
25

8

26

9

27

10 George and Doreen Gallagher

28 Mrs Freda Lambie

11

29

12

30

13
14
15
16
17
18

The Bramham Family
Mrs Linda Sloan
Andrew Wotherspoon
Robert and Lysbeth Fleming

May dates still available:
1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 7th, 10th, 12th, 14th,
17th, 24th, 30th and 31st.
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FINANCIAL AFFAIRS FOR MARCH 2021
Mar
INCOME includes

£

Mar
EXPENDITURE includes

£

Offerings
6,292.00 Ministry
4,534.60
Investment Income
0.08 Travel
240.00
Gift Aid
5,789.67 Salaries
670.00
Donation
20.00 Heat and Light
291.26
Traidcraft
34.50 Telephone
128.40
Easyfundraising
36.47 Council Tax
198.00
Insurance
463.96
Fabric
350.00
Office
304.99
Independent Examiner
250.00
Total Income
Surplus

12,172.72 Total Expenditure

7,431.21

4,741.51

Floodlighting – for the period January to March donations of £510 have
been credited to the Floodlighting Account.
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“They’re aw in the Guid Book”
In the early stages of “lockdown”, after outworking all the jigsaw puzzles, I
decided to rumble among my stamps and try to find material for a new
theme.
The first one coming to mind was “The Seven Periods of Creation” - looking for stamps on light/dark; heaven/earth; water; plants; animals; religious festivals; Humankind. “Rest.”
Like “Topsy” this soon blossomed and grew into and subdivided into over
40 sub-divides. Six months later I have filled 120 A4’s. So the theme title
has been changed to “They’re aw in the Guid Book”.
All stamps in this work are what we might call ”tangible nouns” visible,
recognisable, people, places, animals, vegetation etc. From other Christian/biblical themes I could muster another 600 sheets on similar wide
ranging topics.
If it were possible to find stamps that depicted feelings, emotions, love,
joy, peace, forgiveness, salvation etc, then what a staggering amount of
material might be to hand.
The apostle John concludes his gospel thus:
“There are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they
should be written every one, I suppose that even the world itself could
not contain the books that should be written. Amen.”
In this dear land of ours, are we not indeed mightily blessed in the freedom that we have to purchase, to read, to contemplate, to be comforted,
strengthened and challenged by the “Guid Book”?
I do hope and pray, that in these most testing and trying of times, that the
study of the Holy Scriptures brings us closer to a gracious and merciful,
loving Heavenly Father.
A very mediocre kind of church-goer once wrote to the local newspaper
complaining that it now made no sense to go to church on Sundays.
'I've gone for 30 years now' he wrote, 'and in that time I've heard something like 3,000 sermons, but for the life of me I cannot remember one
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single one of them. So I think I am wasting my time, and that of the minister.'
This article started a debate in the paper which went on for weeks, until
this final letter appeared from a reader.
'I've been married for over 30 years now. In that time my wife has cooked
over 32,000 meals for me. For the life of me I cannot recall the entire
menu for any one of those meals. But this I do know ... They were all prepared for me by someone who loved me dearly. They all nourished me
and gave me the strength I needed to do my work.
‘If my wife had not given me these meals I would be physically dead by
now.
‘Likewise if I had not shared worship with the Lord's people every Sunday,
... if I had not regularly been fed on the Living Word of God, by now I
would be spiritually dead.
‘Despite not totting up pass marks on every sermon, I am deeply aware
that I have been sustained by a Lord who loves me dearly.’
It is a true saying that when we are down to nothing ...
God is up to something!!!!!
Submitted by a friend in the congregation.

Who Makes the Coffee?
A married couple were arguing who is making the coffee.
The wife said that in the Bible it says that men should make
the coffee and the husband asked her where it said that. The
wife opened the Bible and said: "Right here in HEBREWS!"
Anyone who wants to switch to giving by standing order should
telephone Les Pike, on 01259 929646 and he will post you a Standing
Order Mandate which you can complete and post to your bank.
Alternatively you can contact your bank direct and set up a Standing
Order payment. If you have internet banking then you can set it up yourself from home. Joyce and Les have the bank details you will need.
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Blythswood Christmas Shoebox Appeal 2021
Too early to talk about Christmas?
Just a wee note to remind you that we will be doing The 2021 Blythswood
Shoe Box Appeal. This year, so far, has been a better year than 2020 and I
would just like to remind you that when the shops are open – whoopee!! –
if you buy shoes keep the boxes. I know they are getting scarce and with
that in the mind I have been advised that this year we can use bags, just
like gym bags – (400 mm x 300 mm or as I know it 16” x 12”). They reckon
that size can hold as much as a standard size shoebox. No plastic bags are
allowed.
It is my intention to have some already made but if you feel the urge,
please go ahead and make your own. As I said ... like a gym bag with a
drawstring at the top.
Reminder: Blythswood Care ask that each shoebox (bag) if possible contains a toothbrush and toothpaste, underwear, soap, sweets, toy/gift,
scarf, gloves and a hat in it.
Keep safe and thank you in anticipation.
Helen White
07900837546
Blasts from the past available on Scotland’s People
Scotland’s People (scotlandspeople.gov.uk) has recently added many records to its database. The photo on the next page shows the records
available for Clackmannan. It is free to view the records. If you want to
save a particular page you need to buy credits (minimum purchase 40
credits for £10) and each record saved costs two credits, the equivalent
of 50p.
Might be of interest to those who have family history in Clackmannan,
and of course I'd be happy to check it out for anyone who doesn't want
to do it themselves!
Joyce Morrison
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Fear or Faith
There can be no doubt that, during the past year, fear has worn many different face masks.
Many have experienced genuine fear:Fear as death has invaded the family well being; Fear of loneliness as lockdown has lingered for too long; Fear of loss of one’s business or income;
Fear of whether we were keeping children amused and interested and …….
probably many more real or imagined. Fear of whether to accept a vaccine or not.
Sadly others believe “they are born worriers”. No matter the group we are
in, fear has the ability to exaggerate a situation, take legs and run wild.
No doubt we are all aware of the definition of gossip. It starts at one end
of the village as a feather and runs out the other extremity as a cockerel.
So also with fear. A great many of our fears never come to fruition.
Recently I came across this historic detail:
“In 1783 Spain gained control of the Bahamas. An American colonel recruited a small, inefficient score or 200 troops. He did manage to capture
a strategic position. The Spaniards looked on as boats ferried many American troops to the defensive. What the Spaniards did not know was that
the same men kept coming back and forth, standing up on the trip from
the ship to shore, while laying low in the outward journey to the ship. The
Spaniards feared a heavy loss and so surrendered.”
Fear wrought more damage than the actual enemy.
Fear is a self-imposed prison that will keep you from becoming what God
intends for you to be.
I have not personally counted this, but, apparently, the sentiments
“fear not” occur 366 times in scripture. Find them and claim them.
That’s a God promise for every day of the year !!!!
Being regular in worship with fellow Christians, constant private Bible
Study, and prayer, and singing to self, spiritual songs and hymns, will
greatly diminish the fear of fear.
Bill Izett
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Where did March go???
I'm beginning to think that I must have slept through a couple of weeks as
it doesn't seem that long ago that we were finishing February and looking
forward to a new month. Now that month has come and gone.....but
where????
It's beginning to look as though April might be heading in the same direction. Is this a result of all that we are hearing about the beginning of lifting
of lockdown restrictions? Are we wishing the days away and that's why
time seems to be flying in?
In a funny sort of way I think I am although in another way I am beginning
to think of "normal" things which will mean that I will really have to organise my time. Could be no more putting things off because we have plenty
of time to be doing.
So I am looking at the time between the end of March/the beginning of
April as the beginning of a new way. As it was after Easter when that time
signified new beginnings for all of us. An amazing time for reflection on
our past and beginning to plan for the future. A great time if we choose to
do so.
We will still have problems, still have worries, still have anxieties but a
small answer to help us through some of these things is that at this time of
year we have........chocolate!!!! Lots of it!!
Which leads me to possible an answer to counteracting this. I have discovered that if you try to hang out your washing on a "whirly" in a howling
gale, then by the time you have chased the bloomin thing round in circles
you must be able to lose at least a couple of pounds. Although there is a
negative side to this. When you have managed to empty your wash basket, you are so exhausted that a cuppa and a couple of chocolate biscuits
are the only answer. This will tide you over until you can pluck up the courage to go and bring the aforementioned washing off the washing line. See
what I mean about problems???
I can hear some of you asking Why would you do this then? Answer is that
somewhere in my psyche (or probably because my Gran told me) ... when
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March/April come in then regardless of the velocity of the wind then your
washing should be outside as apparently this makes your whites even
whiter. So win, win situation then. A whiter washing and a gym like workout at the same time.
So on that basis, I am thinking logically that if you do this every dry, windy
day the you can absolutely justify the eating of the aforementioned chocolate.
On another front, Duncan and I have both had our second Covid jabs
which is another tick in the box to getting a bit nearer to some sort of normality, although I don't think normal as we once knew it will be the same.
We are definitely looking forward to the end of April when things should
begin to change , hopefully in a good way for everyone.
As the last part is a positive one, I will leave you looking forward with
hopefully a vision of better things to come.
So to all my friends and acquaintances out there, take care, stay safe and
remember laughter is a great healer.
Maureen Brember

Scottish Charity Number SC002324
Web: www.clackmannankirk.org.uk

