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February 2021 Theme:  Fairtrade Fortnight 

CLACKMANNAN PARISH CHURCH  

MISSION STATEMENT 
adopted by Kirk Session 17th November 2001 

“God has called His people in Clackmannan Parish Church, under His guidance, to be a 

congregation committed to sharing Jesus’ Word and Love with the community.” 

Clackmannan Parish 

Church of Scotland 
Minister: Rev Rae Clark MA BD 

WHAT IS FAIRTRADE? 

What’s Fairtrade?  Fairtrade is about better prices, decent work-

ing conditions, local sustainability, and fair terms of trade for farm-
ers and workers in the developing world. 

By requiring companies to pay sustainable prices (which must never 
fall lower than the market price), Fairtrade tackles the injustices of 
conventional trade, which traditionally discriminates against the most 
vulnerable. It enables them to improve their position and have more 
control over their lives. 

With Fairtrade you have the power to change the world every day. 
With simple shopping choices you can get farmers a better deal. 
And that means they can make their own decisions, control their fu-
ture and lead the dignified life everyone deserves. 

Buying Fairtrade is easy. There are over 6,000 Fairtrade products 
from coffee and tea to flowers and gold, so when you shop, look for 
the FAIRTRADE Mark.   
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DEADLINE DATE FOR MARCH WINDOW - 14TH FEBRUARY 
 

Email articles to windoweditor@clackmannankirk.org.uk 
Magazines will be available online by 28th February. 

    Telephone Numbers and Email Addresses 

Position Name Tel No Email address 

Minister Rev Rae Clark 01259 211255  RClark@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Session Clerk Jim Millar 01259 217361 
sessionclerk@ 

clackmannankirk.org.uk 

Depute  

Session Clerk/

Clerk—Board 

(pro-tem) 

Anne Dawson 01259 219350  

Treasurer Joyce Morrison 07557537611 treasurer@clackmannankirk.org.uk 

Organist Meg Carroll 07900443425 organist@clackmannankirk.org.uk 

Church Officer Willie Hunter 07775686664  

Church Office Closed 01259 214238 office@clackmannankirk.org.uk 

The Church of Scotland General Assembly for 2021 will be held online for a 
second year.  The annual event will begin on 22 May with commissioners and 
other attendees joining together remotely from across Scotland and around 
the world.  

INTERIM MODERATOR 
 

During our minister’s absence Rev Jim McNeil will once again act as Interim 
Moderator.  He can be contacted by phone or email : 
 

01259 760262                JMcNeil@churchofscotland.org.uk 
 

We must also express our thanks to the Worship Team who are writing the 
services for Duncan to post on our website each Sunday. 
 

Jim Millar 
Session Clerk 
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PASTORAL CARE 
 

On behalf of Pastoral Care I sent out cards with hand-painted pictures done 
by Janice Scotland’s grandchildren to various members of the community.  
 

Helen White (07900837546). 
 
 
 
Mrs Cathie Howie would like to thank the children for doing this.  It really 
gave her a little lift as she has been in the house since March 2020.   
 
 
 
 
 

A big thank you to the Sunday School who sent me a lovely smiley Snowman 
decoration at Christmas.   He took pride of place on my tree and really made 
me smile whenever I looked at him.  He has been packed away until next 
year,  but Mr Smiley did his job and reminded me of all the lovely services 
that involved the Sunday School and their teachers.  January is a month to 
look back and forward so despite looking back at good times let's hope we 
can look forward to equally  good times.    

Meg Carroll 

CHURCH CALENDARS ... THANK YOU 

Maureen and Duncan would like to say A 
huge ‘thank you’ to everyone who ordered a 
2021 calendar.   

This could have been a very "lean" year but 
thanks to the generosity of everyone, we 
have managed to raise the fabulous sum of 
£400 which, with Gift Aid, means that £500 
will go to Church funds. 

Again a huge thank you to everyone. 

Maureen and Duncan Brember 
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FINANCIAL AFFAIRS FOR NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2020 

 Nov/Dec   Nov/Dec 

INCOME includes £  EXPENDITURE includes £ 

Offerings 5,229.00  Ministry 4,835.00 

Investment        
Income 

55.79  Travel 515.25 

Donations 230.00  Salaries 1,340.00 

Donation from 
sale of calendars 

400.00  Heat and Light 468.09 

Easyfundraising 57.16  Telephone  261.28 

Amazon Smile 7.15  Council Tax 398.81 

   Insurance 927.92 

   Fire Equipment Service 263.62 

   Office Expenses 292.99 

Total Income 9,979.10  Total Expenditure 9,303.01 

Surplus 676.09    

Accounts for 2020 are currently being prepared and a summary will       
appear in The Window next month. 

Kirk explores personal calling stories through new Talking Ministry series 
 

Each month throughout 2021, the Church of Scotland’s new ‘Talking Minis-
try’ series will share a personal story from those serving in Christian ministry 
in the widest sense, including those who have responded to the call to one 
of our four recognised ministries: Full-time Ministry of Word and Sacra-
ment, Ordained Local Ministry (OLM), the Diaconate and Readership.  The 
first Talking Ministry feature was published on 15th January and featured 
Rev Scott Burton of Brightons Parish Church on the Church of Scotland web-
site and then shared across Facebook and Twitter.  To read article go to 
churchofscotland.org.uk/news-and-events/news/2021/Talking-Ministry 
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February dates still available: 
 

1st, 3rd, 7th, 9th, 11th, 13th, 14th, 15th, 

16th, 17th, 21st, 23rd, 24th, and 27th. 

FLOODLIGHTING OUR CHURCH 
Contributors are listed below and their names and dedications will 

be on display at the Church entrance.  If you wish to sponsor any 

future dates please contact Rosemary Ramage (01259 720805).  

The cost to light up the Church for one night is £5.  

January January (continued) 

1 Maureen and Duncan Brember 18 Mrs Primrose Bennet 

2 Maureen and Duncan Brember 19  

3 Maureen and Duncan Brember 20 Mrs Margaret Murphy 

4 Maureen and Duncan Brember 21 Rev Rae Clark 

5 Maureen and Duncan Brember 22 Mrs Primrose Bennet 

6  23 Rev Rae Clark 

7 Jim and Mary Millar 24 Alex and Janet Forsyth 

8 The Reid Family 25 The Reid Family 

9 Mrs Freda Lambie 26  

10 Mrs Isabel Gilroy 27  

11 Robert and Lysbeth Fleming 28 Mrs Lillian Clark 

12 Mrs Lorraine Lindsay 29  

13 The Ross Family 30  

14 Mrs Cathie Howie 31 Robert and Lysbeth Fleming 

15 Mrs Helen McCallum 

 16 The Russell Family 

17  

Lord Jesus Christ,  
 

you are the prince of peace, you breathed on your disciples 
and gave them your peace.  I ask that you would give me 
your peace in this time of trouble. When I feel anxious would you remind 
me that your word says I do not need to worry, but in everything I should 
pray to you.  Your peace, which surpasses understanding, will guard my 
heart and mind.  Please give me that peace at this time.  
 

Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  
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FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT 

22 February to 7 March 2021 

For two weeks each year at the end of February and start of 
March, thousands of individuals, companies and groups across 
the UK come together to share the stories of the people who grow our food 
and drinks and who grow the cotton in our clothes, people who are often 
exploited and underpaid. 

In 2021, Fairtrade Fortnight will feel very different.  2020 has been a hard 
year and we know that physically campaigning and meeting people will con-
tinue to be challenging as we head into the new year but we have also 
heard from so many of you that you want to continue to support Fairtrade 
through this time.   

The COVID-19 pandemic has shown us more than ever how interconnected 
we are globally.  This interconnection is at the very heart of the Fairtrade 
message and is where your role begins.  You are part of the Fairtrade move-
ment and you have the power to drive long term change not only with your 
shopping choices but with your support in spreading the message.  We just 
have to do this a little differently in 2021!  
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NEWS FROM MISSION PARTNERS 
 

The Waddells will remain in their posts as Education and Health Secretaries 
until August, the appointment of their successors and their entry into new 
roles in Mission Support for Health and Special Needs at Mwandi Hospital, 
having been delayed by the effects of Covid on the finances of UCZ.  Offer-
ings are down 40% because of restrictions on gatherings. 
 

The virus is on the rise again in Zambia, new cases being those of the more 
virulent strain from South Africa.  On the day that Keith wrote, 1029 new 
cases had been announced and 18 dead reported but these figures are likely 
to be lower than the true numbers.  Keith and Ida split their time between 
Lusaka and Mwandi where the old TB ward has been converted to a Covid 
Treatment Centre.  There is a shortage of testing kits and, while they are 
grateful for oxygen concentrators provided by partners, Ida is still trying to 
find a donor for a plant to produce oxygen for the 7 clinics and 2 hospitals 
under their charge.  Ida provides PPE donated by partners to staff there but 
6 staff at Mwandi had the virus at the start of January. 
 

In their roles as secretaries, they have a lot of meetings to attend which still 
have to take place in person, albeit masked and socially distanced.  They are 
grateful to the Church of Scotland for provision of their new Toyota Hilux to 
get them about more reliably.  Schools were due to reopen on 18th January. 
 

Joel Hafvenstein writes that 20 of the UMN staff have had Covid but have 
recovered.  Lockdown in Nepal has been largely ineffective and there is in-
adequate availability of testing kits. 
 

The government of Nepal has cracked down on the granting of visas to ex-
patriates with the result that many of the UMN staff, who had been on 
Tourist Visas, were not allowed to work or practise as doctors for 6 weeks.   
That situation has been resolved but there are still difficulties in getting per-
mission to carry out some of the work of UMN.  It may make matters easier 
now that a Nepali woman, Dhana Lama (27), has been appointed to succeed 
Joel as Director. 
 

Anne Dawson 
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HERE WE GO AGAIN 

Here we are again!!!  A feeling of déjà vu, think we’ve been here before, a 
familiar feeling …….  It doesn’t  matter how you say it we are back to the 
same way we were in 2020.  Although this time round there seems to be a 
tiny little light at the end of what might be a long tunnel. 

So don’t despair and think positively.  Look on this time as the last chance to 
be doing all the little things that we promised ourselves that we would fin-
ish but decided to put them to the bottom of the pile. 

It’s grand to see that we are beginning to get more daylight and in the 
words of many a granny, the days are getting longer!!!! 

Don’t get me wrong, weather-wise we still have a long way to go but at the 
beginning of this year when we had some lovely sunny but cold mornings it 
made the thought of venturing out for a walk an exciting thought.  So on 
went the heavy jackets, the scarves, the hats, the gloves, the walking boots 
and off we went. 

Now have you heard the saying that “every day is a school day”?  Well on 
this journey into the wild I learnt something new that I never thought I 
could do.  Can you guess???  This new skill was amazing.  Before I got to the 
front gate I had managed to complete more triple salchows than Torvill and 
Dean had ever done.  What looked like wet ground was a sheet of ice and I 
am sure even Bambi would have laughed at the efforts to stay upright. 

Did that put us off?  No chance as we thought (stupidly) that the pavements 
looked as though we would be okay if we were careful.  So we set off to-
wards Kennet determined to get some fresh air but gave up and decided to 
go along the farm road which would be much safer.  Not a chance!!!  We 
tried to walk on the road, on the grass but had to just hang on to each other 
(not a pretty sight and not to be confused with affection).  Eventually we 
made it home and decided that this was definitely similar to “A bridge too 
far”. 

It’s lovely to look at from the safety of your windows but have decided that 
there would be plenty of things to do indoors.  From the safety of my sofa I 
have decided that the very energy consuming pastime of eating chocolates 
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and drinking tea is the way to go.  So I have put the scales away and will 
dust them down at some point this year. 

I am not saying that I won’t venture out again but I will have to be pretty 
sure that my feet will be firmly on the ground. 

So, like last year, I am cleaning, cooking and crafting, sometimes like a ma-
niac and at other times it’s just a lazy day.  I am totally embracing the idea 
that it is okay to be not okay.  Like everyone else I find that there are some 
days that I am struggling but have stopped beating myself up about it and 
am just letting nature take its course.  All these things will still be here to-
morrow so for anyone out there who feels that sometimes they are strug-
gling a bit then, like me, remember that it’s okay to be not okay. 

I am really thankful that I can keep in touch with family and friends, al-
though am desperately missing them but know that we will be able to physi-
cally meet up at some point.  Until then, it’s books, jig-saws, chocolate, 
housework, chocolate, cooking, chocolate …….. sorry a bit like the start of 
2021, I am beginning to repeat myself. 

So, my friends, I hope you take care, stay safe and I will remember you all in 
my prayers. 

Lots of love 

Maureen Brember 

PS    Happy New Year!!!!! 

Hymns for People Over 50 
 

Give Me the Old Timers Religion 
Precious Lord, Take My Hand, And Help Me Up  
Just a Slower Walk with Thee 
Go Tell It on the Mountain, But Speak Up 
Nobody Knows the Trouble I Have Seeing 
Guide Me O Thou Great Lord God, I've Forgotten Where I've Parked The Car 
Count Your Many Birthdays, Count Them One By One 
Blessed Insurance 
It Is Well With My Soul, But My Knees Hurt 
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I thought I would let everyone see my very special 
birthday present - definitely one to make you 
cry!  This is my favourite Bible verse and the rainbow 
is made from the fingerprints of all my family mem-
bers. 
 

Joyce Morrison 


